
Our Focus on Andean Communities 

Mission Statement 

Our goal is to collaborate with 
Andean communities to overcome 

economic and social challenges 
through a working partnership that 
directs resources toward sustainable 

projects.  Special focus is given to 
support our kids and their 

educational endeavors. 

Alpaca Expeditions is dedicated to making our own community healthier and stronger.  We plan to work with a 

different village each year helping to supply many of the resources they currently lack.  This often includes 

school supplies for kids, but also basic tools for good hygiene and health.   

On August 31st, 2014 we began our first social project at the town of Wakatinku, at the base of the Sacred 

Valley’s largest peak, Ausangate (elev. 21,000 ft/6400 mtrs).  Many of our “chaskis”, the name given to the 

highly efficient runners/messengers during the Inca Empire, that are frequently referred to us now as our 

“porters” (and those of you who have trekked with us know just how important they are to us!) come from this 

region.  These are our most important members of the Green Machine carrying all our supplies for every trek, 

running ahead of our groups and setting up camp to welcome our weary travelers. These are native, indigenous 

Quechua people, hearty and strong! 

The Wakatinku region is a dry and desolate place at 13,000 feet above sea level. Very few trees grow here since 

it is so dry, and the mountainous landscape is covered in golden brown hard grasses that only the llamas and 

alpacas can eat. Potatoes grow here only in Peru’s wettest season, January and February, during which time the 

people here are frequently stranded as there is no public transportation to this remote place. So the men look 

to outside work to earn money to bring in to their families what will not grow here. These are our porters. They 

work very hard, they are used to it! 

Wakatinku has a school for the 204 children of the region who walk as much as 2 hours each way to come for 

education. Their families are subsistence farmers and shepherds to alpacas and sheep. Their native language is 

Quechua, the ancient language of the Inka, and this is the language they learn at home. For the first three years 

in school, they are taught mainly in Quechua, and slowly Spanish is introduced so that they can integrate into 

mainstream Peruvian society, should they choose to. 



These beautiful shining and smiling faces greeted our small bus on Sunday. They lined up on the volleyball court 

and showed us some of their exercises. We brought in a clown – most of these children had never seen a clown - 

and he made them laugh and dance! Their Mom’s and Dad’s in their traditional dress lined the courts and 

watched in amazement. 

Then we shared our gifts! Each child received 3 notebooks, pencils, erasers, a pretty personal hand towel, soap, 

toothbrush and other assorted items to encourage study and good hygiene. We also brought in bread, a few 

soccer balls, and several trash bins to encourage to concept of taking care of our beautiful Pachamama (Mother 

Earth). 

We were then invited to a small feast of beautiful, organic potatoes of different varieties, their personal treasure 

– all lovingly grown from the hard, dry earth here – and hard-boiled eggs from their few hens. A simple feast, yes, 

but full of so much love and gratitude. We were amazed at how filling it was, so full of love! 

We were then given a tour of the school’s classrooms. They were so proud that they even have a few computers! 

Alpaca Expeditions is so proud to be able to support these beautiful people, not only in giving them work but also 

to bring this down to a grassroots level, to show up in person, in their home and share with their families. This 

makes us so happy to have this (w)holistic approach with our chaskis! A beautiful reflection of our attitude in 

everything we do, making life richer and more meaningful for all involved.  

We will be visiting again soon to help plant trees all over the village.  Let us know if you want to participate in 

this green effort with us. 

These communities have so many needs.  Filling shelves in their 

libraries with Spanish and English books would be a huge service.  

School supplies, toothbrushes, blankets, jackets.  If you have a free 

day to visit, let us know and we can arrange a tour of the village and 

you can help us to plant trees, our next social project.    And if you 

are interested in a more hands on approach and have lots of time, 

teaching English in this or any Andean school is always needed. 

How can you help? 


